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Sacredmusic for prayer andreflection

Hereis a selectionof Adventhymnsand Christmascarols,for you to meditate on. What imageof
Jesuglo we find in thesehymnsWhois the Jesughat we meetin them and,how closeare these
imagesto the gospelJesus?hatimagesfrom scripturedo theseimagesof Jesugesonatewith?
Youmaychoosea completelydifferent hymnthat is specialto you.

Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven to earth come down,
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,

All thy faithful mercies crown;

Jesuy thou art all compassion,

Pure unbounded love thou art,
Visit us with thy salvation,

Enter every trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit
Into every troubled breast,

Let us all in thee inherit,

Let us find that second rest:

Take away our power of sinning,
Alpha and Omega be,

End of faith as its beginning,

Set our hearts at liberty.

Come, Almighty to deliver,

Let us all thy life receive,

Suddenly return, and never,

Never more thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve thee as thy hosts above,

Pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
Glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation,

Pure and sinless let us be,

Let us see thy great salvation,
PerfectlyNB & (irethéd® R

/ K I yir@mdory into glory,

Till in heaven we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise!

CharlesNesley(1747)

O come, o come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the son of god appear
Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, o Israel.

O come, thou rod of Jesse, free
Thineown from Satan's tyranny
From depths of hell thy people save
And give them victory o'er the grave
Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, o Israel.

O come, thou dagpring, come and cheer
Our spirits bythine advent here

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night

And death's dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, o Israel.

O come, thou key of David, come,
And open wide our heavenly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.

Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, o Israel.

O come, o come, thou lord of might,
Who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height,
In ancient timeglid'st give the law,

In cloud, and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, o Israel.

Venj veni Emmanuel.
John Mason Neale, translator (1861)
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Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled
Joyful all ye nations rise

Join the triumph of the skies
With angelic host proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King

Hail the heaverborn Prince of peace
Hail the Son of Righteousness
Light and life to all he brings

Risen with healing in his wings

Mild he lays his glory by

Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth

Born to give them second birth
Hark! the herald angels sing

Glory to the newborn King

CharlesNesley(1739)

Silent night, Holy night

All is calm, all is bright

Round yon virgin, mother and child
Holy infant, tender and mild

Sleep in heavenly peace,

Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, Holy night

Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at thy birth

Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

Silent night, Holy night

Shepherds quake, at the sight
Glories stream from heaven above
Heavenly, hosts sing Hallelujah.
Christ the Saviour is born,

Christ the Saviour is born.

Joseph Mohr & Fran¢averGruber (1818)

O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!

Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels
O come let us adore Him (x3)

Christ the Lord!

God of God, Light of Light,

Lo! He abhors not the Virgin's womb,
Very God, Begotten, not created.

O come let us adore Him (x3)

Christ the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
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O come let us adore Him (x3)

Christ the Lord!

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,

Born this happy morning,

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given,

Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing!
O come let us adore Him (x3)

Christ the Lord!

AdesteFideleqLatin)

Joy to the world, the Lord is come
Let earth receive her King

Let every heart prepare Him room
And Heaven and nature sing (x3)

Joy to the World, the Saviour reigns!

Let men their songs employ

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy (x3)

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove

The light of His righteousness

And wonders of His love (x3)

Isaac Watts (1719)
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Contemporaryimagesof Jesusfrom aroundthe globe
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AdolfoPérezEsquivel A new heaven and a new eaith992)
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NathanieIM‘okgosi Come, ye blesse(1986)

Mairi KarIFeege,rJeéus, the labourg¢2012) Jaelm Kim,Cheerful Jesyg012)
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Imagesof Jesus

AlphonsoDoss,The last suppefindia)
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Imagesof Jesus

Detail of the painting.
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Imagesof Jesus

MafaPeople,The Last SuppéCameroon)

Image of the last supper froifihe Passion of the Chr{iel Gibson)



